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Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Chairman of the National Council of the National 
Woman's Party; Margaret F. Luers, Chairman of the Students’ Council, and 
Abby Scott Baker, internationally known Femimist, are seen on the steps of 
the Maryland State Normal School at Salisbury, Maryland. At the invitation © 
of Dr. William J. Holloway, principal of the school, they addressed a 
assembly of the students on March 30 during their Equal Rights tour. 
Although he claims he is not 2 Feminist, Dr. Holloway has done yeoman’'s 


* 


serv ice 


for Equal Rights 


working for equal pay for men and women 
teachers and by preventing the dismissal of married women 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
| with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THK LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Mea and vemen shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisiiction,” 


“Cengress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
{House Joint Resolution Number 65] | 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by SexaTon P. North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 


by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LuDLOW, 
Indiana. 


Equal Rights 


A Natural 


N LAST week’s of Equat Ricuts a report of the Shore cam- 
paign appeared, written by its leader, Anna Kelton Wiley. This campaign 
was one of the most spirited episodes of recent Equal Rights history 


and will beyond question be productive of lasting results. We advise other 


States to arrange similar tours for our national leaders, and we feel safe in 


assuring them that they will receive the heartiest sort of co-operation from ~ 


National Headquarters. 


In the whole course of the report Mrs. Wiley said nothing at all of her 
own contribution to the tour and left it to be inferred that she was chiefly . 
valuable as chauffeur and pilot. 

That is characteristic of our national chairman. She is so modest that 
we sometimes wonder whether she understands at all the true significance of 
her leadership. In point of fact, the tour would never have come off had it 
not been for Mrs. Wiley. The people on the Eastern Shore wanted to meet 
Mrs. Wiley and to hear her speak, as people do everywhere, and her name 
was an open sesame. | 

With wisdom born of keperience, Mrs. Wiley selected as her cbcanapihaiie 
the two speakers best suited to the task, Abby Scott Baker and Margaret F. 
Luers. Mrs. Baker by her eloquence and charm made many converts to Equal 
Rights on the Eastern Shore, and Miss Luers laid the foundation for two new 
Students’ Councils, one in Salisbury and one in Chestertown. _ 

_ At the close of her report Mrs. Wiley states that the party adaraies. 
about seven hundred people. We may add, on a basis of inside information 
received since the tour came to an end, that Mrs. Wiley has about seven hun- 
dred more friends and admirers than she had at the beginning of the pilgrim- 


age, and they all live on the Eastern Shore. 


New friends for Equal Rights at the rate of over a hundred a ing consti- 
tute a pretty good index of the quality of Mrs. Wiley’s leadership. The 
National Woman’s Party is to be congratulated upon having as its national 
leader one whom the members, new and old, delight in following. 


Are Women P arasites 


FE VER nines Dr. Dav id D. ‘Vaughn, ‘professor of social ‘ethics at Boston 3 


University, declared that women are parasites, the ee newspapers 
have been discussing the proposition. 
Dr. Vaughn, addressing a meeting of Methodist ministers on “The Family,” 


said that our present economic system has made parasites of women, and in 
' consequence men are obliged to bear too heavy a financial burden. 


“In Colonial times,” stated Dr. Vaughn, “a wife and family were distinct 
economic assets to man; nowadays, they are liabilities..... The industrial 
revolution and the introduction of the factory system of production have taken 
hundreds of industries from the home where formerly women worked on an 
even footing with men. This has left wives without an occupation. Having 
nothing else to do, they demand amusement, which ~ a further burden 
on their husbands.” 

That some women are parasites we'll admit, jnst as some men are only too 
ready io loaf while their wives support them. But if an occasional woman is. 
a parasite, it is not because of a parasitic strain in her nature, but rather 
because of false education and a false psychology about women. Women in 
general are always more than ready to share any burden, perhaps too eager 
to sacrifice their own good for what they think will make the world better. 

The chivalrous, so-called “pedestal” attitude toward women, which men 
have at times assumed, would have made parasites of all women if their better 
natures had not reacted. How often haye we heard fathers say to grown 
daughters, “Of course you can’t go to work while I can support you.” And 
daughter only becomes and her talents when she 
defies father. 

ae many husbands, even in these deri of ee sulk and have their pride 

unded when their wives insist on adding to the family income by their 
aid work? How many men are advocating and working for the re of 
married women employes? | 

Women eager to do their share of work | in the world have usually been 
handed a more or less futile unpaid job to satisfy them. Nevertheless, through 
the ages women have been hard, conscientious workers, and if today there are 
a few parasites about, troubling men, it is perhaps a good thing. It may 
make men see that a new attitude toward women is necessary. 
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The Equality Reservation Dinner 


Carlton Room of the Hotel Carlton 

in Washington. Banners purple, 
gold, and white on the walls. Daffodils 
in a golden bank on the speaker’s table. 
Edith Houghton Hooker as toastmistress. 
A prevading atmosphere of eager atten- 
tion. -It was Monday evening, April 4, 
and interest in the equality reservation 
which the Woman’s Party makes to 


S cone E, the dignified and beautiful 


United States entrance to the World > 


Court had drawam more than one hundred 
people, almost. spontaneously—overnight, 
as it were—to this dinner where that 
reservation was to be discussed and ex- 
plained, 

Mrs. Hooker, in her own inimitable 
fashion, introduced subject and speakers 
on a high note of idealism. First of these 
was Elsie Hill, Connecticut State chair- 
man, who showed the relation of the 
projected world code of law to the World 
Court, and sketched the history of the 
World Court itself up to the time of The 


Hague Conference on the Codification of 


International Law. 

“When the League of Nations provided 
in its covenant for the establishment of 
a World Court,” Miss Hill said, “women 
everywhere in the world, as well as dis- 
tinguished jurists, diplomats, scholars, 
internationally -minded citizens of all 
countries, began to realize that there 
would have to be a world code for this 
court to apply. 

“To that end, the League of Nations 
created in 1924 a Committe of Experts 
for progressive codification of inter- 
national law. They agreed upon three 
subjects for codification, one of which, 
nationality, affected the status of women. 
They drew up bases for a draft on na- 
tionality, and submitted them to the gov- 
ernments in 1926. When the codification 
conference was decided upon, the pre- 
paratory commission was appointed, and 
reported in 1929 to the Council of the 
League of Nations: ‘The work of codifica- 
tion involves the risk of a setback in in- 
ternational law, if the content of the codi- 
fication instrument is less advanced than 
the actually existing law.’. . . ‘This is a 
matter which the conference must always 
bear in mind.’ 


“The Hague Codification Conference 


met. Forty-eight nations assembled 
through their plenipotentiaries, drew up 
the first chapter of the World Code that 
the World Court should administer. This 
article will become effective upon the rati- 
fication of ten nations. Three have already 
signed, Norway, Monaco, and Brazil. 
“Meanwhile, what were women doing? 
For twenty-five years the old conservative 
organizations of women —— the Interna- 
_ tonal Suffrage Alliance, of which Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt has been the presi- 
dent, now succeeded by Mrs. Corbett 


Ashby of England; the International 
Council of Women and others—had been 
demanding equal nationality rights for 
women. Until 1907 the United States 
had no inequality based on sex in our 
nationality law. But in that year, while 
women were absorbed in the increasing 
stress of the suffrage campaign, Congress 
passed the law that deprived women of 
their American citizenship on marriage to 
aliens. From 1907 to 1922 that law re- 
mained, but immediately after suffrage 
was won the law was changed by the 


Cable Act, and we as a nation have been 


returning now to the old path of equality 
of nationality rights for women which 
was our policy until 1907. Now these 
other organizations, joined by ail the 
other women’s world organizations that 
are articulate, made a united front of 


women throughout the world, demand- 
ing equal at The Hague 


in 1930. 


-€6°T HE Inter-American Commission of 


Women created by the Pan-Ameri- 


ean Union in 1928 at Havana undertook, 


as its first work, in preparation for the an- 
nounced conference on progressive codi- 
fication of international law, a study of 
the nationality of women; because The 
Hague Agreement would be the first codi- 


fied law which the World Court would | 
‘administer. Alice Paul, as chairman of 


the Nationality Committee of the Inter- 
American Commission, conducted the re- 
search of facts which should be the 
foundation for action at The Hague. So 
long ago as the year 1928, Doris Stevens, 
chairman of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion realizing the danger if men alone 
were to write the law affecting the status 
of women, went to Geneva and at the Sep- 
tember session of the Assembly offered a 
resolution to request that the governments 
appoint women plenipotentiaries. It was 
introduced by Ferrara of Cuba, seconded 
by Escalante of Venezuela, and backed up 
by Spain and China. All the great Euro- 
pean powers sat silent. But the resolu- 
tion requesting in diplomatic terms that 
the governments send women as pleni- 
potentiaries to The Hague Conference 
went through. : 


“That silence of the European powers — 


in the 1928 Assembly at Geneva was like 
a foreboding of the hostility which women 
met when they got down to business at 
The Hague in 1930. 

“Shift now back to the United States. 
Alice Paul’s study of the nationality of 
womer with its photostatic reproduction 
and digest of the original laws on na- 


tionality of women of eighty-four coun- 


tries was approaching completion and re- 
vealed the necessity for our resistance to 
any deviation from the principle of equal- 


ity in the law about to be codified. The 


National Woman’s Party campaign for 
women plenipotentiaries resulted in the 
appointment by the United States of a 
woman plenipotentiary, Mrs. Ruth Ship- 
ley, and of a technical expert, Miss Emma 
Wold. For the first time in the history of 
our nation a woman plenipotentiary had 
been appointed. Women were guarding 
our defenses as best they could. There 
was also a campaign directed upon the 
President of the United States to instruct 


the United States delegation to stand for 


equality at The Hague. 


first meeting of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Commission of Women at Ha- 
vana in 1930 had endorsed the equality 
treaty on nationality presented to them by 
Miss Stevens from their nationality com- 
mittee, of which Alice Paul was the chair- 
man. Thus the 21 countries of the Western 
Hemisphere took their stand for equality 


of nationality for women as the first act 


of the first conference of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. They 


requested ‘Miss Stevens as their chairman > 


and emissary to carry this treaty to The 
Hague and put it through, in order that 
the first codification of law affecting the 
status of women which the World Court 
would apply should be founded on equal- 
ity of rights for men and women. 

“At The Hague, the women of the 
world, the articulate ones, sent their rep- 
resentatives to make the fight for the 
most united demand that women ever 


made, the demand for equality of nation-— 


ality rights. Cruchaga of Chile presented 
this equality treaty on nationality, en- 
dorsed by the 21 countries represented in 


the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 


en. It read: 

“*The Contracting Parties agree 
that from the going into effect of 
this treaty, there shall be no dis- 
tinction based on sex in their law 
and practice relating to nationality.’ 
“This equality treaty was set aside; 

and headlong against the articulate opin- 
ion of women throughout the world a 
treaty of nationality founded upon in- 


equality of men and women before the 


law was adopted, as the next speaker will 


show. 


“We demand the stipe of the ques- 
tion of nationality and the submission for 
ratification of a new convention on nation- 
ality in order that the code of law which 
the World Court will administer shall 
not contain inequalities based on sex.” 

Following Miss Hill, Maud Younger, of 
California, Congressional chairman, told 
in detail the story of The Hague Confer- 
ence itself—a story with which the read- 
ers of Equal Rights are proudly familiar: 
a story of such sheer dramatic value, so 
superb in the telling that it gains inten- 
sity with each repetition. Through Miss 
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Younger’s story the name of Doris 
Stevens flamed like a torch, streamed like 
a’ banner, until that final moment when 
“the vote was 40 to 1, the United States 
the lone nation standing out against the 
unjust convention which the conference 
drafted. And when the yote was cast, 


you could have heard a pin drop in that | 


solemn assemblage. Then, as by one im- 
pulse, all eyes turned toward the gallery, 
where Doris Stevens sat with her six 
colleagues !” 


UNA LEE, director of national ac- 
tivities, just returned from Geneva, 
then took up the narrative. Miss Lee told 
how women, rebuffed at The Hague, went 
to the League of Nations and demanded a 
‘new nationality convention to replace the 
unacceptable one drawn up under the 
League’s auspices at The Hague. 
. “The League yielded to some extent to 
the enormous pressure brought to bear by 
Alice Paul, who as chairman of the Na- 
tionality Committee of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, led women 
the world over in their demand,” she said: 
“The Council of the League in January, 
1931, created a Consultative Committee 


of Women, empowered to advise the 


League upon the woman’s viewpoint con- 
cerning a treaty on the nationality of 
women. 
last July, with a second meeting in 
August; and its recommendations for 
equality in nationality. were . placed - be- 
fore the Assembly of the League last 
September.” 

“However,” Miss Lee explained, “the 
committee’s report proved to be a com- 
plete repudiation of the convention pro- 
posed by The Hague Conference. The 
League had evidently expected com- 
promise and delay. There was none. And 
forthwith began the efforts of the Secre- 
-tariat of the —— of Nations to abolish 
the commit 

Miss Lee declared that the Secretariat 
put every difficulty in the way of having 
the committee’s report acted upon. by the 
League. She said further that women of 
Europe, Asia, and America have been so 
roused by the Secretariat’s hostile atti- 
tude toward women that they are appeal- 
ing to their representatives on the Coun- 
cil to continue the Women’s Consultative 
Committee as a temporary advisory com- 
mittee of the League until the nationality 
question shall be reopened. 


“Tt is incredible but true,” Miss Lee © 


said, “that although the majority of the 
Council declares itself in favor of what 
women are asking the Secretariat has, so 
far, intimidated’ Council members to the 
point that they delay voting upon the 
question of giving the Woman’s Commit- 
tee a better status.” 

The previous speakers 
the question of the Nationality Conven- 
tion down to date, showing, chapter by 


This committee met in Geneva 


chapter, how the desires of the women of 


- the world had been overridden ruthlessly, 


Iris Calderhead Walker, director of the 
campaign for an equality reservation to 


United States entrance to the World 
Court, explained the necessity for that 


reservation. Slender and appealing, Mrs. 
Walker made clear the Feminist position. 
- You have heard tonight the statement 
of our grievances,” she said: “Blocked at 


The Hague; quashed at Geneva; and 


about to be thrown on the scrap-heap! 
“Tt was this situation which confronted 
the Woman’s Party at the regular meet- 
ing of the National Council in March, 
1932; a situation so charged with danger 
that the National Council at that March 
meeting voted unanimously to support the 
following reservation to the United States 


adherence to the World Court. 


“This reservation reads as follows: 


“‘Wrerras the United States Govern- 
ment refused to be a party to the nation- 
ality convention adopted by the First 
Conference for the Codification of Inter- 
national Law, held under the auspices of 
the League of Nations at The Hague, 1930, 
one of the grounds of its refusal being 
that this convention was not based on 
equality between men and women in na- 
tionality rights, for which equality this 


government stands, and 


“Wryerras this nationality convention 
is intended to form a chapter of a world 
code of international law to be adminis- 
tered by the court, respecting nationality, 
and 

“ Wrereas the League of Nations is 
bending every cffort to secure these ard 
other ratifications, and the organized 
women of not only the United States but 
of the world, through the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee on I Nationality which 
was created by resolution of the January, 
1931, Council of the League for the pur- 


pose of advising the League on this mat- 


ter, have repudiated this convention and 
sought reconsideration of this question, 
and are meeting with the resolute oppo- 
sition of League authorities in their ef- 
forts; therefore, be it 


“Resolved, That the United States ad- . 
heres to the Court which the following 
. reservation: | 
law to be administered by the World 


Providing, that the code of 


Court shall not contain inequalities based 
on sex.’ 


6é A RESERVATION to the World 
Court! 


Is it so revolutionary a 
procedure? There have been, it seems, 
reservations to our entering the Court 
since its infancy. The Senate, so long 
ago as 1926, clapped five reservations 
on to any adherence we might entertain 
on going into the Court; such reserva- 
tions that it has taken a long Root 
Protocol to tell what they mean; and 
a long so-called Pittman reservation to 
send them back to ask the signatories if 
the Root Protocol means what the origi- 
nal reservations mean; and on top of that 
an extended parley between the Secretary 
of State and the Foreign Relation Com- 
mittee about the Root Protocol; and as 
late as three weeks ago Senator Reed 


Ment. 
promise; 


Equal Rights 


introduced into the committee a commen. 
tary on the Walsh resolution; all these 


with a view to safeguarding the — 
and interests of our country. | 


“It seems very fitting, indeed, that we 
who hold dear the hard-won gains for 
equality in this country should desire to 
safeguard them. We simply do not go 


into any international agreement recog- 


nizing a system of law founded upon in- 
equality between men and women; © 
“(It was, by the way, Senator Ree 
who put in his reservation three weeks 
ago, who said that we were too late; we 
should have presented ours’a year ago t) 


OU see there is nothing unusual : 
about reservations to the World © 
Court. The unique characteristic of our 


reservation is that it is so easily under. 


stood. Like the simplicity of the Susan 
B. Anthony Amendment for woman suf- 
frage; like the Lucretia Mott Amend- 
Simple, direct and without com: 


““Providing that the code of law 
to be administered by the World 
Court shall not contain inequalities 
based on sex.’ 


“The reservation drafted, and sneered 
by the National Council; Miss Paul and 
Mrs. Belmont cabling trom Europe that 


the situation there was becoming more 


acute the of the fee 


we must ine jets on this side of the 


water. 


“Those of you familiar ‘with the cam- 
paigning tactics of the National Wom- 
an’s Party will know with whiat elec- 
tricity such a cable as Miss Paul's is 
charged. 

“Alva Remon House became a bee 
hive: the whole field had to be analyzed: 
What was the status of the World Court? 
Who were the members of the Foreign 
Relations Committee? Was there a Sena- 
tor who would be our spokesman? 

“All these and more were the questions 
that had to be answered over night. 

“We decided to ask a member of the 


_ Foreign Relations Committee first to pre- 
- gent our reservation, and second to pre- 


sent a motion for a menting on the reser- 
vation, 

“This was Monday evening; and the 
committee met on ‘Wednesday. 

“A lobby group was quickly mobilized, 
under the direction of Maud Younger, 
long famous for her masterly chairman- 
ship of our legislative activities, with 
Marion Stewart, a graduate of George 
Washington University; Elsie Hill, sum- 
moned from the snowdrifts of Connecti- 
cut—I was telephoned to in New York 
at seven o’clock Monday night to catch 


the midnight—Edith Weber; Muna Lee, _ 


director of activities at national head- 
quarters; and others. 
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“We quickly canvassed all the available 
members of the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, telling them of our plan and ask- 
jing their support. 

“In addition to this personal inter- 
viewing of Senators, our various State 
chairmen, especially those having mem. 


pers on the Foreign Relations Committee, | 


were informed of the emergency. Tele- 
grams from all over the country went to 


Senator Borah, chairman. By 11 o’clock- 


Wednesday morning when the committee 
met, we knew that Senator James Hamil- 
ton Lewis would present our reservation 
to his colleagues at that meeting. 

“Ry night and the following morning, 
the press of the country had carried the 
story, for the most part in conspicuous 
display, that a reservation for an equal 
code had been submitted as a condition of 
our entry into the World Court. The half- 
eolumn on the committee’s mecting 
pearing in the New York H weldtriaune 
was devoted exclusively to our reservation 
and the just cause of our grievances. A 
small once-inch paragraph on narcotics, 


(which was intended as the main business 
of the day), appeared at the end of the 


story. Radio speeches on the equality 
reservation were made over nation- wide 
broadeasts. 


“The next step in ‘hg taints now is 


- to press for a favorable vote on the hear- 
ing. Secretary Stimson will appear be- 
fore the committee on Wednesday when 
the Court-will be discussed: We are-ask- 
ing all supporters of the principle of 
Equal Rights to bring pressure to bear 
upon their own Senators urging their sup- 
port to this reservation. 


“Some of this is very rough sledding. 
We run into such remarks as this from 
a Senator, ‘I am not fighting your battles 
for you.’ To which we reply, ‘Nor is it 
our business te fight your battle.’ If we 
who believe that the principle of Equal 
Rights is the paramount interest for 
women would throw our support on the 
side of court opponents, we would un- 
doubtedly have with us powerful Sena- 
tors who are ready to do oe 
obstruct the Court. 


¢¢[) UT we as an organization are tak- 
ing no such position. We have one 
interest in this situation and that is the 
repudiation of that unequal nationality 
code. If the League of Nations, anxious 
for the United States entry into the World 
Court, will stop its activities in behalf of 
ratifying this unfair convention and throw 
its powerful influence upon the side of 
Equal Rights in all international law, we 
would not need to continue this demand 
for an equality reservation to the United 
States adherence to the World Court. 
“You have heard that the one inter- 


naticnal principle upon which jurists 


were able to agree for codification was 
that on inequality; writing into the world 
code old world discriminations against 


- women; the old world standard of one 


law for men and another law for women. 
It is this law which our Government repu- 
diated which will form a pari of the code 
of law which.the World.Court will apply. 
It is this law to which we wish our Gov- 
ernment on entering the Court to refuse 
recognition. It is a system of law to 
which we are opposed !” 


_ All speakers agreed that in view of the 
opposition of the League to reopening the — 
nationality question, and of the League’s 
evident determination to rush through 
ratification of the unequal convention 
proposed by The Hague, the equality 
reservation proposed by the National 
Woman’s Party is necessary to safeguard 
the rights of women before the United — 
States enters the World Oourt. And 


all similarly agreed that Secretary Stim- 


son’s visit to Geneva comes at a highly 
critical moment, when his presentation 
of the matter to the League can well re- 
sult in a reversal of its attitude. This 


_ is only asking the United States to con- 


tinue the splendid course it began when it 
refused to be a party to the convention. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man, made the closing address, in which 
she voiced the necessity of action on the 
nationality question by the Secretary of 
State while in Geneva. Her remarks are 
reproduced in full on another page, and 
they express the unanimous demand of 
the Woman’s Party at this momeut of 
immense historical significance. 

At the close of the dinner, Abby Scott 
Baker, Feminist and internationalist, rose 
from her place and proposed a resolution 


thanking Secretary Stimson for his fine 


stand for equal nationality, and calling 
upon him to urge the League of Nations 


to reopen the nationality question and 


submit a new convention, based on equal- 
ity,.to the nations.of the world. . This 
resolution, with the story of the deputa- 
tion which took it to Secretary Stimson 
at the Department of State, appears else- 
where in this issue. 


Resolution Presented Secretary 


tional chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, on Thursday, 
April 7, headed a Woman’s Party deputa- 
tion which presented to Secretary of 
State Stimson the Woman’s Party resolu- 
tion urging Secretary Stimson, when he 
reaches Geneva, io make known to the 
authorities of the League of Nations the 
profound dissatisfaction of American 
men and women with The Hague Nation- 
ality Convention which has been repudi- 
ated by women everywhere, as well as by 
the United States Government; but 
which the League is pressing to have rati- 
fled by the nations of the world. The 
resolution further requests the Secretary 
of State to urge the League of Nations 
to reverse itself on this matter, reopening 
the entire question, and permitting sub- 
mission to the governments of a new na- 
tionality convention based on equality. 
This resolution, unanimously adopted 
by those present at the National Woman’s 
- Party dinner at the Hotel Carlton, Wash- 
ington, on Monday evening, April 4, reads 
a8 follows: 


Mi HARVEY W. WILEY, na- 


 Waurernas the United States Govern- 
ment refused to be a party to the Conven- 
tion on Nationality adopted by The 
Hague Conference for the Codification of 
International Law called by the League 
of Nations in 1930, because it was based 
on inequality, which convention is des- 
tined to form part of the code of law to 


be applied by the World Court; and 


Wuereas the Department of State has 
ihree times officially stated its disap- 
proval of this convention; first, through 
its chief delegate to Tie Confer- 
ence; second, through the State Depart- 
ment’s press communique of April 15, 
1930; third, in the Secretary of State’s 
letter of June 23, 1931, to the Secretary- 
General of the League; and 

Wuereas American women have joined 
with the women of the world in demand- 
ing from the League the submission of a 
new convention based on equality; and 

Wuereas the League authorities have 
so far opposed all efforts by women to 
secure submission of this new convention; 
and are, instead, pressing for ratification 
of the existing, unfair, convention; and 


the situation has so alarmed 
the friends of equality that the National 
Woman’s Party has sponsored the reser- 
vation to United States’ entry into the 
World Court, which reservation is now 
before the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the Senate and which provides that our 
entrance shall be conditional upon repudi- 
ation of this unequal convention; there- 


fore be it 


Resolved, That we, members of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and friends of 
equality, assembled on April 4, 1932, in 
the Carlton Hotel, Washington, D. C., do 
most earnestly and warmly approve the 
action taken by the Department of State 
on behalf of our Government, and do es- 
pecially commend Secretary of State 
Stimson for his admirable defense of 
equality for men and women in their na- 
tionality rights; and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon the Secre- 
tary of State to make known to the au- 
thorities of the League of Nations the 


- profound dissatisfaction of American 
men and women with the League’s opposi- 


tion to reconsideration of this question; 
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and further call upon the Secretary of 
State to eontinne the distinguished and 
superb leadership which he has begun in 
this matter by using his good offices to 
persuade the League of Nations to per- 
mit submission to governments of a new 
nationality convention based on equality ; 
and that this resolution be presented to 
the Secretary of State before he sails for 
Geneva. 

Besides Mrs. Wiley the deputation in- 
cluded Elsie Hill, Connecticut State 


chairman of the Woman’s Party; Maud 
Younger of California, Congressional © 


chairman; Annie Cox of Georgia; Rose 


B. Stetson of Washington; Mary Dean — 


Powell, and Maud Bradbury of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On Apyvii 8 another delegation from the 
National Woman’s Party, Zonta Interna- 
tional and the National Association of 
Women Lawyers waited upon Secretary 
Stimson on the Ile de France before his 

departure for Geneva, | 
_ Mrs. Stephen H. Pell, member of the 
National Council of the National Wom- 

an’s Party, spoke to Seeretary Stimson on 
behalf of the atomp, mayne, “We wish to 


express our profound appreciation for the 
splendid stand you have taken when on 
three occasions the State Department has 
declared in favor of equal nationality 
rights. 

“The United States has so far led the 


world in refusing to accept a convention 


based on inequality. It is fortunate, in- 
deed, that you should be going to Geneva 
at this time, when the League of Nations 
is attempting to rush through ratification 
of a convention, which would create a 
world law based on inequality. Fortu- 
nately this unequal code is only a pro- 
jected code. But a mere handful of rati- 
fications will make it a permanent code 
for all the world. 

“We ask you, Mr. Secretary, to urge 


‘the League of Nations to reopen the en- 


tire question of nationality, to permit 
submission to the governments of a new 


nationality convention, and to have set — 


aside the chapter of the World Code based 


on inequality. 


“You can demand in the name of our 
Government that this code be brought 
into conformity with what we of the 
United States believe in and ask for. Your 


Equal Rights 


doing so will be of the greatest service to 
women all over the world, now and for 
generations yet to come.” | 

At the close of her remarks Mrs. Pelj 
presented a petition from the New York 
State Branch of the Woman’s Party, 
which was very graciously received by 
the secretary. Twelve deputations repre. 
senting various interests sought audience 


with the Secretary, but all except the 
Woman’s Party were refused. 


The members of the group, in addition 
to Mrs. Pell, were Jane Norman Smith, 
member of the National Council, Na. 
tional Woman’s Party; Mrs. John Winters 
Brannan, chairman of the New York City 
Committee; Nina Brodrick Price, chair. 
man of International Relations of Zonta 
International; Olive Stott Gabriel, presi. 
dent of the National Association of Won. 
en Lawyers; Anita L. Pollitzer, vice-chair. 
man, National Woman’s Party; Clara M. 


Hill, Mary FE. G. Allen, Charlotte H. 
. Dixon, Mildred Palmer of New York, 


Josephine Casey of Illinois, Amy Blanche 


Green of Ohio, Leila Enders, New Jersey — 
State chairman, and Ale Conklin of New 


J ersey. 


What Women Ask Secretary 


| E are proud of the consistent and 
liberal stand in this matter so far 
taken by our country officially. 


Beginning with the splendid initial atti- 
tude taken by the President of the United 


States, that the United States Govern- 


ment would not sign a nationality con- 
vention discriminating against women; 
reflected by the statement made by our 
plenipotentiary at The Hague, the Hon. 
David Hunter Miller, on — 10, 1930, 
he said: 

. this convention ... contains a 
number of features which the United 
States cannot accept. Any acceptance by 
the United States of the convention as a 
whole would invoke such extensive reser- 
vations to the agreement, that the view 
- of my government is that it would be 
better to await a future and more pro- 
gressive moment, which the discussions of 
the present conference will doubtless fa- 
cilitate. Accordingly the delegation of 
the United States of America at this con- 
ference will not sign the general nation- 
ality convention.” Confirmed by the 
then Assistant Secretary of State Cotton, 
in a release from the State Department of 
April 15, 1930: 


“The conference. at The Hague (at 
which more than forty nations were rep- 
resented) which took up the codification 
of international law has ended its 
work... The work of the conference is 
deemed of real interest and value, but it 
will not result in any convention being 
signed by the United States. . . The third 
topic, ‘Nationality,’ developed fewer dif- 
ferences; but the convention adopted did 


complete r 
to expatriate himself and becomea citizen _ 


Address by Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 


National Chairman of National Woman's 
Party, at Equality Reservation Dinner, 
Hotel Carlton, April 4, 1932 ~ 


not meet the views of our delegates, in 


that it was contrary to two principles - 


which are firmly imbedded in our law. 
First, we have always insisted on the 
ight of a citizen of any State 


of a second State on compliance with its 
laws (that is not the usual view of all 
nations); and second, we do not in our 
laws make differences—or make few or 
relatively unimportant differences—as to 
the rights of men and women in matters 
of nationality. 


“The steps taken by our delegates have 


had the approval of this department . . .” 


And completed by the memorandum of 
June 23, 1931, in response to a question- 
naire sent out by the League of marae, 
stating: 


“It is regretted that, because of the 
unsatisfactory provisions on two import- 
ant points—expatriation and the nation- 
ality of married women—the Government 
of the United States was unable to sign 
the convention nationality, the prin- 
cipal agreement concluded at that con- 
ference.” (The Hague Conference on 
Nationality.) 


HE United States has unfalteringly 


held aloft the ideal that women’s inter- 
ests are of eave! value with men’s in the 
life of the nation. The immediate re- 
action in this country, to the lofty ideal 


upheld by our Government at The Hague, 


was two amendments to the Cable Act 


' passed, respectively, June 30, 1930 and 


March 3, 1931, further liberalizing the 


nationality status of American women — 
married to foreigners and removing all — 


but one of the inequalities existing be- 
tween men and women on this question. 

The United States thus far has planted 
its banner on a “taken hill.” To go for- 
ward is the only possible course for our 


country, ever a pioneer where human | 


rights are concerned. 


The leading political writers of the 
New York Times, both from Washington 


dispatches and from Geneva, announce — 


that League officials are especially im- 


. pressed, delighted and happy over the 


prospective visit of Secretary of State 
Stimson. They point out that this will 
be the first time any United States Secre- 
tary of State has visited Geneva or at- 
tended a League meeting while in office. 

Clarence K. Streit, a leading political 
writer, permanently at Geneva, says vari: 


ous European nations “hope the United 


States will again succeed in getting the 
great League powers, by her example, to 

sacrifice some national pride to the com 
mon good.” Geneva appreciates what the 
Secretary’s visit means hecause, as the 
same writer says, “Experience has show? 


that the United States is the only great 
- power that can be counted on consistently 


to take the lead in such circumstances 45 
the preseiit,” 

The Secretary is expected to witness i0 
operation the League’s extraordinary s¢* 
sions of the Assembly and Council; the 
annual conference of the League’s Iv 
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ternational Labor Organization and its 
governing body; and it is hinted that the 
jate M. Briand’s plan for the Federation 
of Europe may be invoked while the Sec- 
retary is in Geneva. | 

Mr. Stimson is ostensibly going to the 
Arms Conference, but the points men- 
tioned are some of the things which will 
arise. What else will the Secretary be 
called upon to attend? (1) The Nineteen- 
power Commission will meet to study the 
situation in Shanghai and Manchuria; 
and they may call a special meeting of 


the Assembly, if the Far Eastern situa-— 


tion does not improve upon Mr. Stimson’s 
arrival, (2) The Council will hold a spe- 
cial session to decide what to do about 
giving financial aid to Danubian Europe. 
(3) The Seeretary will be expected to dis- 
cuss the financial insecurity of the west- 
ern world. Under the heading of financial 
insecurity is included debts. Ag you know 
the debt holiday is due to expire June 30. 
It is expected that conferences will cer- 
tainly be held on the subject of debts. 
(4) The Secretary will be expected to dis- 
cuss the political insecurity of the eastern 
world. (5) The Secretary may confer 


concerning the Reparations Conference 


scheduled to meet in Lausanne in June. 
(6) The Secretary will see the Inter- 
national Labor Conference in action, and 
must concern himself with the acute 
world unemployment situation, includ- 
ing China’s now estimated 25,000,000 of 
unemployed. Indeed, says the correspond- 
ent from Geneva, “There are none of the 
sick world’s chief ills .... with which 
the League will not be dealing while Sec- 
cretary Stimson is here.” oo 
It will be a meeting of minds. The 
correspondent continues, “It is expected 
that the biggest men in every European 
country will come... . and that the rela- 


Women Bar ASHINGTON, 
Court Path April 2 (US). 
Until the League 
(Georgi) Court accepts the 
A | Lewis reservation 
granting interna- 

tional Equal Rights 


to women, America should not become a 
member. . 

This was the declaration of Iris Calder- 
head Walker, director of the National 
Woman’s Party fight for the reservation, 
made in a radio address last night. 


At the same time Miss Elsie Hill, a 


member of the council of the Party, re 
plied to a statement by Senator Walsh 
(Democrat) of Montana, court advocate, 


that the Lewis reservation would hold up — 


American adherence to the court for a 
lifetime, 
Miss Hill said: 
“Senator Walsh makes it perfectly 


tions of Washington and Geneva will no 
Jonger be bothered by the physical fact 


that the Secretary of State has been un- 


able to see with his own eyes this new 


League mechanism for treating world 


affairs.” It would seem that the Secre- 
tary of State will do everything except 
sit on the council or be a delegate to the 


_ Assembly! Mr. Stimson will embark upon 


what might be called a major intercession 
by the United States in the foreign rela 
tions of the entire world. — 

Many say that because of the fact 
that Mr. Stimson has so many tasks be- 
fore him we should not put before him one 
more. Women say he is the Secretary of 
State of women as well as of men. Is the 
position of women less important than 
debts, reparations, Chinese unemploy- 
ment, arms treaties, Danubian confedera- 
tion, the confederation of Europe, etc.? 
Many people say ‘We, women, say 
“No! 


HY did women work for the vote? 
To make their voices heard with the 


authority of political power behind them. 


We now have that political power. Weare 
no longer a voice crying in the wilderness. 
We speak with the authority of political 


power behind us and this is what we ask: 


That the Secretary of State on his visit to 
Geneva cause to be known to the League 
authorities (that means the Council, the 
Assembly and the permanent Secretariat) 
the unyielding opposition of American 
women to the first chapter of the code of 
law born under the auspices of the League 
of Nations and now being carried forward 
to ratification from the countries of the 
world, in spite of the opposition of not 
only American women but women from 
all over the world. The voice of the Secre- 
tary of State will be listened to with au- 


Press Comment 


elear that he considers our adherence to 
the court of more importance than Equal 


Rights between men and women, would 


almost appear that he considers the latter 
of no importance. 


“Senator Walsh has sandeaiiie let his 


feelings get the better of ie fine legal — 


mind. 
Inequality Law PROTEST in 
Hit by Women behalf of Syra- 
cuse women against 
Syr the reported inten- 
tion of ithe League 
Aprit 4, 1932. 


of Nations to main- 
tain the sex in- 
equality clause in its code of law will be 
drafted at a meeting of the executive 


board of the National Woman’s Party, 


Syracuse Branch, at the Public Library, 
Tuesday afternoon. 
The protest will take the form of a de- 
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thority. He will know where and to whom 
to speak. It is a matter of no concern to 


us by what precedure this be brought 


about. It is not for us to determine pre- 
cisely how it is to be done. We only 


ask that it be done. Our only concern is. 


to have him get the League to reverse its 
position on The Hague nationality con- 
vention, We want the League to submit 
a new nationality convention based on 
equality. 

Our immediate task is to call to the 


- attention of the Secretary of State the 


profound dissatisfaction of women with 


‘the way the League of Nations has re- 


fused to permit reconsideration of the na- 
tionality convention which the United 
States repudiated by Formaing to become 
a party to it. 


Women at The Hague in 1930 saw an 


example which they will not soon forget. 
‘Two relatively small and not the most 


important States, either economically or 
politically, in the family of nations, Por- 
tugal and Norway, held up a convention 
on territorial waters. Most of the major 
powers agreed that three miles was the 
territorial limit. These two States, al- 


_ though small, and as we have said rela- 


tively unimportant, claimed a greater ex- 
tent. Why were they able to make their 
voices heard and have their claims upset 


the voices of the greater powers? Because 


they represented the authority of States. 
They represented’ organized authority. 


‘They represented all the power that the 


government of a State involves. 


We women must speak through our Sec- 
retary of State. We hold him to uphold 
this ideal. of equality between the sexes 
in the matter of nationality, in keeping 
with the tradition of our country already 


mand that the Foreign Relations Com. 
mittee of the Senate, headed by Senator 
William E. Borah, arrange an early hear- 
ing on the newest reservation proposed 
for adoption if the United Statcs should 
join the Worid Court. 


COMMITTEE 

Stimson of twelve wom- 
: en leaders from the 

Haw New York Commit- 


tee of the National 


Party 
went to the Ile de France to see Secre- 
tary Stimson. to commend his defense of 
equality, for men and women in their na- 
tionality rights. Mrs. Stephen Pell, who 
headed the group and was received by 
Mr. Stimson, thanked him for his stand 
against the unequal nationality conven- 
tion adopted by The Hague Conference on 
the Codification of International Law, 
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which the United States, through the in- 
flnence of Mr. Stimson, refused to ratify. 
Mrs. Pell told him that the women of 


the United States hoped that he would 


continue to use his influence against the 
final adoption of the convention. The law, 
she said, would withhold from married 
women Equal Rights with their husbands 
on points of 


DELEGATION 
of the National 
Woman’s Party, 
headed by Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, 
presented to Mr. Siimsen today a resolu- 


New York Times, 
Friday, 
April 8, 1932. 


tion of their organization, urging him to — 


make known to the League of Nations 
“the profound dissatisfaction of American 


Equal Rights 


men and women” with The Hague na. 
tionality convention, which is ‘awaiting 
ratification by various governments. | 

The deputation contended that the con. 
vention did not provide for equality of the 
rights of men and women in matters of na. 
tionality, particularly as to expatriation 
and the nationality of married women. The 
United States did not sign the convention. 


News from the Field 


Senators Consider Equality Reservation 


HE equality reservation to United 

States entrance to the World Court is 
under consideration by the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee of the Senate. This in- 
formation was given to representatives of 
the press by Senator Borah, chairman, at 
his press conference on Wednesday, April 


6, following the Secretary of State’s ap- 
. pearance before the Foreign Relations 
Committee. 


Asked whether the Equal Rights reser- 
vation sponsored by the Woman’s Party 


had been discussed with Mr. Stimson, 


Mr. Borah said the matter had come up 
at the committee meeting and both Sena- 
tor Johnson and Senator Lewis had 
spoken on it. It was learned later from 
another source that Senator Johnson 


‘pointed out to the Secretary of State that 


the attitude of the League of Nations in 
disregarding the repudiation by the 


- United States of The Hague Nationality 


Convention, and in attempting to make 
this convention part of the world code, 


augured ill for consideration ‘of the 


United States’ desires and after 


entrance to the World Court. 


Senator Borah told the press that the 
Woman’s Party reservation is scheduled 
for discussion by the committee, but he 
was unable te say whether there would be 
a public hearing. 


Mrs. Fox Honored 


| RS. EMMA A. FOX, beloved parlia- 
mentarian of the National Woman’s | 


Party and author of “Parliamentary 
Usage,” the Woman’s Party’s parliamen- 
tary authority, was paid fitting tribute on 
her birthday, March 29, by a large num- 
ber of organizations, all Goligh ting to do 
her honor. 


Dismisses 21 Married Teaciiers 
¢¢¥ T happened on All Fools’ Day!” com- 
| ments a correspondent who sends in 
to Alva Belmont House the story of the 
dismissal of 21 married women teachers 
in the York, Pennsylvania, schools on 


April 1. The York Dispatch of the fol- — 


lowing day, under the caption, “Some of 
the Most Efficient Teachers in the School 
System Ousted,” says: 

“Described by its supporters as a relief 
measure in the local unemployment situa- 
tion, a resolution was adopted by a 5-3 


vote by the directors of the York city 
school district at a special meeting last 
night to terminate the services of all mar- 
ried women teachers.... | 

“Dr. Bennett declared the resolution to 
be ‘pernicious, manifestly unfair and class 


legislation.’ He inquired of Superintend- 
ent A. W. Ferguson how he intended to 


fill the positions. The superintendent did 
not enter into any discussion relative to 


the merit of any policy which the board. 


might adopt.” 
“Married women teachers - Naw: 
bands,” said one member of the board in 


excuse of the vote for their dismissal, the 


story continues; to which Dr. Kleffman 
retorted logically, “Why not terminate 
the contracts of unmarried men _ teach- 
ers 

“There is no good reason for these ais. 
missals,” says our correspondent, “Our 
school district is not poverty-stricken.” 


past of York; a method far from that 


town’s liberal traditions of writing itself 


into the history of the bicentennial year. 


Virginia Hears 
UNICE GREGORY DYSON of Rich- 
mond, who came to Washington to 
attend the Equal Rights hearing before 


_ the House Judiciary Committee, reported 


on the hearing at the monthly meeting of 
the Virginia Branch of the Woman's 
Party on April 5. 

Mrs. Robert F. Hudson, State chairman 
for Virginia, presided, and an animated 
discussion of plans for the State Branch 
followed Mrs. Dyson’s interesting report. 


Maryland Woman Wins Distinction 

ELEN ELIZABETH BROWN, Bal- 

timore attorney and founder of the 
Business and Professional Council of the 
Maryland Branch, National Woman’s 
Party, was admitted to practice before 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
on April 11. She is the first eines 
woman to win this distinction. 


Feminist Card Parties 
BRILLIANT series of card parties 
was held at Alva Belmont House, 
national headquarters of the National 
Woman’s Party, on Monday and Tuesday, 
April 11 and 12, under the direction of 


Gladys B. Middlemiss. The first of the 


It is all a sad footnote to the patriotic — 


three was at eight o’clock on the evening — 
of Monday, April 11; with the second 
on Tuesday afternoon, April 12, at two 
o’clock; and the final card party at eight 
o’clock Tuesday evening. These were the 


first card parties of the season at Na. 


tional Woman’s Party headquarters. The 


note of spring was stressed = 
decorations. 


The committee in of arrange. 
ments, of which Mrs. Middlemiss was 
chairman, was as follows: 


Mrs. C. H. Curl, Mrs. George A. Luers, 
Myrtle Patterson, Lila May Taulor, Mrs. 
H. C. Easterday, Mrs. Elmer Roberts, 
Rose Houchins, Mrs. Karl Greene, Mrs. 
Charles Hoffman, Mrs. Louis Bradley, 
Katherine Kendall, Mrs. Charles Jarboe, 


' Mrs. Edwin N. Lublin, Clara Matthews 


and Maud Bradbury. 


Tea at Alva House 


‘'ENORA DE ABELLI, wife of the 

Minister from Bolivia to the United © 
States, was guest of honor at a tea given | 
by the National Woman’s Party at their — 
national headquarters, Alva Belmont 
House,/on Sunday afternoon, April 10, 
from foty to six. Sefiora de Abelli, born 
in the United States, but long resident in | 
Bolivia, where her husband’s family has — 
played a distinguished part in the history 
of the republic, epoke on. the Women of 


, Bolivia. 


- The receiving line was headed by Mrs, 


Harvey W. Wiley, national chairman of 


the Woman’s Party; Sefiora de Ynsfran, 


representative of Paraguay on the Inter. 


American Commission of Women, and 
wife of the Charge d’Affaires from Para- 


guay; and Mrs. Paul M. Linebarger, Dis: 


trict chairman of the Woman’s Party. 
Mme. Lila Sacase de Randall, Mrs. 
Emile Berliner, Mrs. Waldo Clark, and 
Mrs. A. P. Hawley poured. 
Iris Calderhead Walker, director of the 


"campaign on eqality reservation to United | 


States entrance to the World Court, gave 
a stirring summary of the progress of 


that campaign. to date. 
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